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Nests in trees, feeds in seas
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Distribution of nesting habitat
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Key Findings: Population density 
and distribution

 Highly variable across range

 Highest numbers offshore of 
nesting habitat

Mean Density
Low

High



Northwest Forest Plan Science Synthesis – Science Forum | Tuesday, June 26, 2018 | Portland, Oregon 

Key Findings: Population trend
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Habitat loss from 1993 to 2012 by zone
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Habitat loss, Federal and Nonfederal

On Federal Lands:
• 2% Loss 
• Due to fire

On Nonfederal Lands:
• 27% Loss
• Due to harvest
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Limiting factors:  Is it the seas or the 
trees?

Component % Influence

Trees 55.3
Seas 33.3
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Key Uncertainties

• Future nesting habitat
• Factors affecting rate of nest depredation
• Foraging habitat and prey biomass
• Drivers of annual population change
• Climate change
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Conclusions

 Conservation of nesting habitat seems to 
be key to murrelet conservation

 So far, NWFP reserve system is protecting 
nesting habitat

 NWFP goal to conserve murrelets by 
maintaining (short-term), and increasing 
(long term) nesting habitat remains valid
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